
Pardon our dust! We are updating this page throughout the day, so you might notice things moving or 
being added as we have more resources to offer. 
 

 
Distance Learning Resources/Opportunities for History-Social Science 

 
The following links have been identified or created by History-Social Science Content Coordinators as 
resources that may be helpful to distance learning.  Please send suggestions for additional History-Social 
Science resources to Laura Guajardo at ​lguajardo@sccoe.org​ or Olivia Santillan at ​osantillan@sccoe.org​. 
 
Resources are included below in order to provide access to information. The inclusion of a resource is neither an endorsement nor 
recommendation by SCCOE. Schools and districts should review the resource and determine their appropriateness for their students. 
 

Content Area Grade 
Span 

Intended 
Audience 

Description Link 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
K-12 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

Teaching California: Sets of 
primary source documents 
aligned to the CA HSS 
Framework with teaching 
suggestions and 
downloadable worksheets. 

https://www.teachingcalifor
nia.org/ 

HIstory-Social 
Science/  
FAIR 
Education Act 

Grades 
11 and 
12 

 The One Archives free lesson 
plans comply with California’s 
FAIR Education Act. 

https://www.onearchives.or
g/lgbtq-lesson-plans/ 

HIstory-Social 
Science/  
FAIR 
Education Act 

Grades 
K-12 

 This website is dedicated to 
“Teaching LGBTQ History” 
which primarily focuses on 
providing free resources and 
materials that fulfill the 
requirements put forth by the 
FAIR Education Act. 

www.lgbtqhistory.org 

 

 

 

 

HIstory-Social 
Science/  
FAIR 
Education Act 

Grades 
6-12 

Teachers/  
Administrator/ 
Students/ 
Parents 

GLSEN provides resources to 
increase LGBTQ visibility and 
affirmation into any curriculum 
per the FAIR Education Act. 

https://www.glsen.org/lgbtq
-history 

(Warning: Explicit language 
and content in the 
podcasts.) 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
K-12 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

The Education and the 
Environment Initiative(EEI) 
Curriculum: EEI has units for 

https://www.californiaeei.o
rg/curriculum/history-socia
l-science-units/ 
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grades K-12 aligned to 
History-Social Science 
Standards and the CA 
Environmental Principles and 
Concepts.  

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
K-12 

Teachers/ 
Administrators
/Parents 

PBS Learning Media for 
California Educators: 
Lessons, videos and other 
resources. 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia
.org/ 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
K-5 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

Porter History-Social Science 
Reading Room Model 
Lessons: Downloadable 
lessons and activities aligned 
to CA HSS Standards. 

https://pdc.csusb.edu/porte
r-resource-room/model-less
ons  

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
3-8 

Teachers/ 
Administrator/ 
Parents/ 
Students 

Ben Franklin's Guide to the 
US Government: Readings, 
games, and activities on how 
the American system of 
government works. 

https://bensguide.gpo.gov/ 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 5 
and 8 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

Historical Scene Investigation: 
Lessons on historical topics 
designed like mysteries to be 
solved by students. 

https://hsi.wm.edu/ 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
6-12 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

UCI History Project Lesson 
Plans: Lesson plans on 
different topics aligned to the 
CA HSS Standards. 

https://historyproject.uci.ed
u/curriculum-and-resources
/ 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
9-12 

Teachers/ 
Administrators
/Students 

Crash Course in History (John 
Green): Videos covering 
various topics in history. 

https://www.youtube.com/u
ser/crashcourse 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
6, 7 and 
10 (World 
History) 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

World History for Us All 
provides downloadable units 
for teaching World History. 
For teachers who are 
unfamiliar with this site it is 
recommended that you start 
with the “Close Up” units as 
they are more focused on 
particular subjects. In this 
current context, this might be 
more manageable.  

https://whfua.history.ucla.e
du/shared/units.php 

https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://ca.pbslearningmedia.org/
https://pdc.csusb.edu/porter-resource-room/model-lessons
https://pdc.csusb.edu/porter-resource-room/model-lessons
https://pdc.csusb.edu/porter-resource-room/model-lessons
https://bensguide.gpo.gov/
https://hsi.wm.edu/
https://historyproject.uci.edu/curriculum-and-resources/
https://historyproject.uci.edu/curriculum-and-resources/
https://historyproject.uci.edu/curriculum-and-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse
https://www.youtube.com/user/crashcourse
https://whfua.history.ucla.edu/shared/units.php
https://whfua.history.ucla.edu/shared/units.php


History-Social 
Science 

Grade 12  Teachers/ 
Administrators 

Youth Leadership Initiative: 
Downloadable lesson plans 
related to government and 
civics. 

http://yli236.youthleadershi
p.net/ 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
4, 5, 8, 
11 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

The Smithsonian has 
resources and lessons to 
address various topics, mostly 
in US History. 

https://www.si.edu/educato
rs 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
4, 5, 8, 
11 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

The Library of Congress has 
resources and lessons to 
address various topics, mostly 
in US History. 

http://www.loc.gov/teachers
/  

History-Social 
Science 
 

Grades 
K-12 

Teachers/ 
Administrator/ 
Counselors 

Teaching Tolerance provides 
resources that promote civil 
and inclusive education by 
emphasizing social justice and 
anti-bias. They challenge 
prejudice and teach how to be 
a change agent. Included are 
lessons that support the FAIR 
Education Act. 

https://www.tolerance.org 
 
https://www.tolerance.org/c
lassroom-resources/lesson
s?f%5B0%5D=facet_lesso
n_topic%3A3  
(These specific lessons are 
on the history of people 
with disabilities.) 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Teachers Explore the ways that 
individuals and communities 
have worked to create 
inclusive and sustainable 
societies for a world on the 
move. 

https://reimaginingmigratio
n.org/turning-to-action/ 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Teachers Explore resources to help an 
informed perspective on 
human shared experiences of 
migration. 

https://reimaginingmigratio
n.org/understanding-migrati
on/ 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Teachers Our work with educators is 
grounded in the Re-imagining 
Migration framework and 
mission to ensure that young 
people grow up understanding 
migration as a shared 
condition of our past, present, 
and future to develop the 
knowledge, empathy, and 
mindsets that sustain inclusive 

https://reimaginingmigratio
n.org/migration-education-a
nd-youth/ 
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and welcoming communities. 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Teachers Resources for creating 
inclusive schools and 
classrooms 

https://reimaginingmigratio
n.org/inclusive-classrooms/ 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
 

Teachers/ 
Administrator/ 
Counselors 

Facing History and Ourselves 
provides ​multimedia materials, 
from primary sources and 
streaming videos to teaching 
strategies, lesson plans, and 
full units​ to​ promote greater 
understanding of students’ 
roles and responsibilities in a 
democracy. 

https://www.facinghistory.or
g 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 10, 11 

Teachers/ 
Administrator 

The Stanford History and 
Education Group (SHEG) 
provides downloadable 
materials which focus on 
primary sources ​such as 
Reading Like a Historian 
curriculum, Beyond the 
Bubble assessments, and 
Civic Online Reasoning 
curriculum. 

https://sheg.stanford.edu 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Teachers Spreadsheet of podcasts 
related to History-Social 
Science 

bit.ly/PodcastsHSSCivics 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Teachers The 1619 Project​, inaugurated 
with a special issue of The 
New York Times Magazine, 
challenges us to reframe U.S. 
history by marking the year 
when the first enslaved 
Africans arrived on Virginia 
soil as our nation's 
foundational date. Here you 
will find reading guides, 
activities, and other resources 
to bring The 1619 Project into 

https://pulitzercenter.org/le
sson-plan-grouping/1619-p
roject-curriculum 
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your classroom. Wondering 
where to start? Dive into our 
Reading Guide​. 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-5 Teachers Our youngest students 
deserve a truthful, 
age-appropriate account of 
our past. These resources for 
elementary educators include 
a first-of-its-kind framework, 
along with student texts, 
teaching tools and 
professional development for 
anyone committed to teaching 
this hard history. 

https://www.tolerance.org/fr
ameworks/teaching-hard-hi
story/american-slavery/k-5-
framework 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

6-12 Teachers Teaching Hard History 
resources for middle- and 
high-school educators include 
our popular 6–12 framework, 
as well as student-facing 
videos and primary source 
texts. Educators will also find 
teaching tools and 
professional development 
resources.  

https://www.tolerance.org/fr
ameworks/teaching-hard-hi
story/american-slavery/6-1
2-framework 

History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
5-12 

Teachers/ 
Students 

iCivics engages students in 
meaningful civic learning and 
provides educators with 
standards-based curriculum. 

https://www.icivics.org 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Teachers The Inquiry Design Model 
(IDM) is a distinctive approach 
to creating curriculum and 
instructional materials that 
honors teachers’ knowledge 
and expertise, avoids 
overprescription, and focuses 
on the main elements of the 
instructional design process 
as envisioned in the Inquiry 
Arc of the ​College, Career, 
and Civic Life (C3) Framework 
for Social Studies State 
Standards ​(2013). Unique to 
the IDM is the blueprint, a 

http://www.c3teachers.org/i
nquiries 
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one-page representation of 
the questions, tasks, and 
sources that define a 
curricular inquiry. 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

8-12 Teachers These modules integrate skills 
from the Common Core and 
C3 Framework indicators into 
social studies instruction. 
Each module features inquiry 
and historical sources from 
the Library of Congress. The 
instructional ideas in these 
modules follow the Literacy 
Design Collaborative 
task-based approach.  

http://www.c3teachers.org/t
eaching-with-inquiry 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

Grades 
5,8,11,12 

Teachers Lesson plans, resources, 
teacher guides for U.S. 
History, Government, and 
Economics. Designed to 
infuse the historical aspects of 
the US Census and empower 
students to take civic action in 
their communities to ensure a 
Complete Count.  

bit.ly/InquiryCensus 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Teachers 
(UDL 
Lessons) 

Emerging America resource 
library. Browse our 
ever-growing collection of 
primary source sets, lesson 
plans, classroom assessments, 
and more, developed by 
teachers and edited for quality 
and consistency. Use the 
controls in the blue box to 
search and filter by Type, 
Subject, Time Period, and 
Grade Level. 

http://emergingamerica.org/
teaching-resources 

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Families, 
Students, 
Teachers 

Censotería is a modern twist 
on the traditional Mexican 
game of Lotería. Angie 
Sanchez of La Luz Center 
grew up playing Lotería with 
her family. The fond memories 
of the original game bringing 

/bit.ly/Censotería 
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community together, inspired 
her to create Censotería as an 
educational tool to raise 
awareness about the 
importance of the 2020 
Census &presidential election.  

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics/ 
History-Social 
Science 

K-12 Teachers The California Council on 
Economic Education 
(CCEE)​ works with California 
teachers to create financially 
literate students who thrive in 
the global economy. CCEE 
was founded as part of the 
California State University 
Foundation to provide training 
and standards-based 
curriculum in economics to 
California teachers 

https://ccee.org 

Power of 
Democracy/Ci
vics 

Grades 
4-12 

Students/ 
Families/ 
Teachers 

A Guide to Creating an 
Awareness and Action 
Campaign for the Census. 

bit.ly/HowToGuideCensus 

Power of 
Democracy/Ci
vics 

Grades 
K-12 

Students/ 
Families/ 
Teachers 

Census Week is March 
30-April 3, 2020. To celebrate, 
the Santa Clara County Office 
of Education created the 
‘Census Week Toolkit’. The 
toolkit is full of ideas on how 
to bring awareness and 
engage your 
family/community about 
Census 2020, every day of 
the week! 

bit.ly/ToolkitCensus  

Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics 

Grades 
K-12 

Teachers/ 
Students/ 
Parents 

A daily list of activities to do 
during Census Week from 
March 30-April 3, 2020. 

https://drive.google.com/file
/d/1DXKVBflwZLunlhoeW5
o95N-b5yGA4tpi/view?usp
=sharing 

History-Social 
Science/ 
Power of 
Democracy/ 

Grades 
K-12 

Teachers Constitution Day takes place 
on September 17th. This 
resource provides lessons 

https://docs.google.com/do
cument/d/1hDe89pdJhKUw
1Phl3aWG-jy7ZufKSmAIru
4Vcm1F-zM/edit?usp=shari
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Civics and activities. ng 

History-Social 
Science/ 
Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics 

Grades 
6-12 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

Doc Academy shares free 
standards-aligned lessons, 
activities and documentary 
film clips to promote media 
literacy, critical thinking, and 
empathy skills as it unpacks 
complex human issues. 

https://docacademy.org/ 

History-Social 
Science/ 
Power of 
Democracy/ 
Civics 

Grades 
K-12 

Teachers/ 
Administrators 

TedEd supports ​building free 
lessons around any TED-Ed 
Animation, TED Talk or 
YouTube video. 

https://ed.ted.com/lessons?
category=social-studie 

 
 
Other noteworthy things:  
 
A Parent’s Guide to Google Classroom  
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1PDVZvie0DnFbFEVFB8U3j89o1mD5BCUXTE6ymbb9y_k/mobilepres
ent?fbclid=IwAR26qmvadGrGPjyCZ_jEYFkUjyVPDLPOl2y9mTG7JuPWR6pq_Nxf7KFe0Ok&slide=id.g4f60ec
15fb_1_0 
 
Optional Study at Home Packets via Moreland School District 
https://www.moreland.org/apps/pages/index.jsp?uREC_ID=427292&type=d&pREC_ID=1852130&fbclid=IwAR
2M_Pf-xRbFPk5tMVkXwEVxmmXPECE6HrVrptE2IJZsIgcPHWPsSvepqcI 
 
Non-Screen Activities You Can Do at Home 
 
Daily Schedule 
 
 
https://www.immigrantsrefugeesandschools.org/post/english-learner-family-engagement-during-coronavirus 
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